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CHAPTER 1

The 0ld Pyacheon Family

The House of the Seven Gables was an old, wooden house on E‘r
Pyncheon Street in a New England town. Its seven gables
seemed to reach up to the sky and a large elm tree stood outside
the door. The house, also known as Pyncheon House, had a long,
dark history. Although it was a very old house, it was not the
first house on that location. At the end of the seventeenth
century Pyncheon Street was known as Maule’s Lane, because
Matthew Maule had built a small, simple hut there. He was a
wizard and practiced witchcraft, ! which was a crime in the
Puritan community.

Colonel Pyncheon was a clever and powerful man in town. He

1. witchcraft : the use of magic powers, especially bad ones.
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liked Matthew Maule’s property and wanted it for himself, but
Maule refused to sell it to him. The Colonel was a very
determined man and Maule was very stubborn so the
disagreement lasted for a long time. After several years, Colonel
Pyncheon accused Matthew Maule of witchcraft and decided to
hang 2 him. It was a horrible death sentence. On the day of the
hanging all of the important people from the town came to
watch and cried out passionately against witchcraft. Colonel
Pyncheon was there sitting on his horse shouting loudly too.
Matthew Maule pointed a finger at him and said, “God will give
him blood to drink!” This was Maule’s curse, which followed the
Pyncheon family for centuries.

After Maule's death Colonel Pyncheon built a huge family
home where Maule's small hut had been. The townspeople
couldn’t understand why he wanted to build a house on a place
which was cursed. But the Colonel was a determined man and
he began living there.

One day when the governor went to visit Colonel Pyncheon,
he found him dead in his study. The Colonel was sitting at his
desk with a pen in his hand and some letters and other papers in
front of him. There was blood on his beard, shirt collar and
neck. The doctor said he had died of a heart attack, but people
talked about murder since the window near the Colonel’s chair
was open and a man was seen running away.

The Pyncheon family became less important over the years.
Most of the Colonel’s family were not happy about owning the

House of the Seven Gables, because they knew about Maule’s curse.

2. hang:
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At the time of our story, Judge Jaffrey Pyncheon, a direct
descendant of Colonel Pyncheon, was a rich and important
member of society. He was similar to his ancestor because he
was a clever and powerful politician. There were few other
Pyncheons left: a seventeen year old girl, a murderer who was in

prison and his sister.

Hepzibah Pyncheon was about sixty years old and had never
married. Her old, pale face always had an angry expression
because she could not see well. She lived alone in the House of
the Seven Gables, except for a young artist who was a lodger 3 in
one of the gables. Through the years the house and its furniture
had become old and broken. It had a life and secrets of its own.

Hepzibah had lived alone for almost twenty-five years and
she had never worked or socialized with other people. She now
needed money and decided to open a shop on the ground floor of
the house, where one of her ancestors had also had a shop. She
had cleaned the shelves and floor of the old shop and had some
flour, sugar, apples, soap and other things to sell. Working was a
loss of dignity for her, and dignity was the only thing that
remained in her life. One morning, before opening the shop for
the first time, she opened a secret drawer and looked at a
miniature of a young man. Tears filled her eyes. Then she went to
the dark living room where she stopped to look at a portrait of
old Colonel Pyncheon.

Finally she opened the shop, letting in the sunlight for the

first time in many years. It wasn’t long before her first

3. lodger : person who pays rent to live in someone else’s house.
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customer arrived. It was Mr Holgrave, the young lodger, who
offered to help Hepzibah with her preparations. Mr Holgrave
was a thin man with a brown beard and a short brown
moustache. He was a daguerreotype 4 artist and took pictures of
people.

“Oh, Mr Holgrave, I simply can’'t do this. I'm too old and I'm
only a woman. I've been living here for twenty-five years and
I've never worked! I'd rather be dead than working here,” said
Hepzibah, and she started crying.

“Oh, no!” the young man said. “This is a lucky day for you.
Work is important because it gives life a purpose. 1 wasn’t born
a gentleman. I've always worked and I'm happy about it.”

Holgrave wanted to buy some biscuits, but Hepzibah would
not accept money from her only friend. He took the biscuits and
left. Hepzibah felt happier, for a short time.

The shop door opened again and Ned Higgins, a young
schoolboy, came in. He wanted a biscuit but Hepzibah did not
accept money from her customer. He came back again and
asked for another biscuit, and this time Hepzibah took his
money — one cent. For the first time in her life she had earned
one cent.

In the afternoon a tall, well-dressed old gentleman stopped
outside the shop window and smiled at Hepzibah, but he did not
come in. It was her cousin, Judge Jaffrey Pyncheon, and she did
not like him because he looked like her ancestor, Colonel
Pyncheon, whose portrait was hanging in the living room. She

felt angry after seeing him.

4, daguerreotype : one of the first kinds of photographs.
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4 fefaxt anolbevond

FCE o Comprehension check
For questions 1-7, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits
best according to the text.

1 The House of the Seven Gables
A | | was the location of a hanging.
B D had a long history.
¢ |_] was built for a wizard to practice witchcraft in.

D | | was built when Colonel Pyncheon bought land from Matthew
Maule.

2 Matthew Maule was hanged because
A [ ] hekilled a member of the Pyncheon family.
B D the Pyncheon family had put a curse on him.
C D he lived on Colenel Pyncheon's property.

D | | Colonel Pyncheon wanted his property and accused him of
witchcraft.

3 Which member of the Pyncheon family was most similar to Colonel
Pyncheon?
A D Hepzibah Pyncheon
B D a convicted murderer
C D Judge Jaffrey Pyncheon
D D a 17-year-old girl

4 Hepzibah Pyncheon was

A | | the sister of a man who was in prison.

B D a widow.

c [ | the wife of a judge.

D D a wealthy and distinguished member of society.

5 Hepzibah decided to open a shop

A | | to show her cousin she was a good shopkeeper.
B D because she loved the company of other people.
o D because she thought work gave life a purpose.
D [ | because she was poor.
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